
	Instructor: 
	Cameron White

	Room Number: 
	411

	Planning: 
	4th Period

	Phone: 
	(859) 384-5040 ext. 15411

	E-mail: 
	cameron.white@boone.kyschools.us

	Website:
	http://www.cooperaged.yolasite.com




I. COURSE DESCRIPTION
Agri-Biology is a one-credit interdisciplinary course that meets the “life science requirement” for science credit. This course may count as one of the three required credits in science for high school graduation. Agri-Biology uses agricultural contexts to present the required life science core content for assessment, as outlined in the program of studies. As students study practical agricultural concepts, they apply scientific ways of thinking and working to real-life problems. The agriculture teacher and science teacher work together in planning and evaluating the course. Content may be enhanced by utilizing appropriate technology. Leadership development will be provided through FFA. Each student will be expected to have a supervised agricultural experience program 


II. COURSE CONTENT
Course units will include the following and possibly others as time allows:
1. The Science of Agriculture
1. Scientific Investigation
1. Chemistry of Life
1. Cell Biology
1. Plant-Animal Reproduction
1. Genetics & Heredity
1. Evolution
1. Ecology
1. Plant Physiology
1. Animal Physiology


III. COURSE EXPECTATIONS
School wide expectations and procedures will apply for this course. We will discuss what the school expectations mean for this classroom:
	1. Be Safe
	2. Have Work Ethic
	3. Be Accountable
	4. Give Respect
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IV. FFA AND SAE
The FFA is the official organization of agricultural education. FFA is an integral part of course curriculum and appropriate aspects of the FFA will be discussed in class. To join FFA, students must pay their $25 local FFA dues. Some of the many benefits of joining FFA include friendship, college scholarship opportunities, competition, leadership skills, extra credit, and much more. 
	Specific FFA Connections:
· Agriscience Fair
· Impromptu Speaking Contests
· Proficiency Applications
· Veterinary Science CDE
· Agronomy CDE
· Envirothon

Additionally, every agriculture student is required to have at least one supervised agricultural experience project (SAE) throughout the year. SAE is the experiential learning component of agricultural education and happens outside of normal classroom time. SAE will be part of the course grade for this class and details for this portion of the grade will be provided early in the year.


V. GENERAL PROCEDURES
[bookmark: _GoBack]These are a few general procedures for class that will be help maintain a quality learning environment for you and your classmates. These are not meant to be comprehensive and other procedures will be discussed as they arise in class.

Entering the Classroom – Come into class quietly and calmly. Retrieve your binder and other noted materials immediately and be ready to start on flashbacks or other starter assignments as soon as they are posted.

Absences – Check your class absence folder for any assignments and ask a classmate for any notes you may have missed. Set up a time to make up a missed test with your instructor.

Leaving the Classroom – You will need your agenda to leave this classroom during class time. Please only ask during an appropriate time (i.e. don’t interrupt the lesson). 

Suggestions or Ideas – I welcome feedback on the class, both methods and content. If you have ideas, please share them in a respectful manner at an appropriate time before or after class.

Dismissal – A student will be designated as time keeper who will help remind the instructor that dismissal time is approaching. Students should put away materials only when instructed.

Late Work – Turn in assignments on time. Points will be deducted from assignments that are late (typically 10% per day), but remember, a 50% is ALWAYS better than a 0%.


VI. ASSESSMENT 
GRADING SCALE
This course will use the RCHS grading scale found in your student handbook/agenda.
	
GRADE CALCULATION
Your grade in this course will be based on the following types of grades:
Daily Assignments – 50%
Tests – 50%

DESCRIPTION OF GRADE TYPES
Daily Assignments:	Daily assignments will include worksheets, activity and group participation, presentations, speeches, and weekly quiz reviews. Each Friday you will likely have a quiz over the previous week’s content. This “quiz” will likely be 10 questions and be worth more points than other daily work.
Tests:	Each unit in this course will conclude with a test. Some tests will consist of multiple choice and open responses while others may be practical. In addition, quizzes may be given periodically to test knowledge of course content. Other assignments which test knowledge of an entire unit may be counted as a test grade. Each SAE grade is also recorded as a test grade.

VII: REQUIRED MATERIALS
1” 3-ring binder - This will serve as your notebook. Every student will be required to compile a notebook in class. We will use these notebooks on a day to day basis and they will be your study guide for tests.Your notebook grade will be obtained through random checks throughout the semester worth 50 points each as a daily grade. The final notebook check at the end of the semester will count as a 100 point test grade. Further details regarding your notebook will be distributed in a few days.
	Loose leaf paper – To keep in your binder.
Calculator – Some days you will need a calculator. The calculator on a smart device will work for this.
Notebook – Spiral or composition notebook. You will keep a scientific/interactive notebook as part of this course.
Tissues – I ask that each student in the class bring in 1 box of tissues to replinish our class supply.


Please detach and return this page to the instructor by August 18th.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

VIII. STUDENT & PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURES

By signing, I agree that I have read and understand the contents of this syllabus. I agree to abide by the expectations outlined in this course and will complete assignments to the best of my ability.

________________________		________________________		__________
Student Name				Student Signature			Date

________________________		________________________		__________
Parent/Guardian Name			Parent/Guardian Signature		Date


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
IX. PARENT/STUDENT SIGN UP FOR REMIND

If you as a parent would like to receive email or text notifications regarding upcoming tests and project due dates in class or reminders for upcoming FFA events, please follow the appropriate instructions below to sign up for Remind.


For Agribiology Course Updates:
Text @rchsagbio to (508) 603-7133 or
Send Email to rchsagbio@mail.remind.com and leave the subject and message blank


For FFA Updates:
Text @cooperffa to (508) 603-7133 or
Send Email to cooperffa@mail.remind.com and leave the subject and message blank
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